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THE  BENGAL  CRIMINAL  LAW  (INDUSTRIAL 
AREAS)  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1942. 

The  Indian  Independence 
(Adaptation  of  Bengal  and 
Punjab  Acts)  Order,  I94S. 

The  Adaptation  of  Laws 
Order.  1950. 
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Adapted 


\4jhJtuu\  1942. 1 

An  Act  to  prevent  theft  of  unidentifiable  articles  in  industrial  areas. 

Whrkhas  ii  is  expedienl  id  prevent  iheft  of  unidentifiable  articles  in 
industrial  areas; 

It  is  hereby  cnacicd  as  follows: — 

1.  (!)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Bengal  Criminal  Law  (Industrial 
Areas)  Amendment  Act,  1942. 

(2)  This  section  and  section  2 extend  to  the  whole  of -[West  Bengal] 
and  the  remaining  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  extend  loany  area  declared 
lo  be  an  industrial  area  under  section  2. 

2,  T he  '[State]  Government  may,  by  notification4  in  lire  Official 
Gazette,  declare  any  area  lo  be  an  industrial  area  for  llic  purposes  of  ibis 
AcL 

3-  Any  person  found,  beLween  sunsei  and  sunrise, — 

(a)  armed  with  any  dangerous  or  offensive  instrument 
whatsoever,  with  intent  ro  commit  any  criminal  act; 

(b)  disguised  in  any  manner  wilh  intent  to  commit  any  criminal 
aci; 


lRjr  SlatCmenl  of  DbjeOS  anti  Reasons.  the  Cttlcur/u  GozcrJc.  Extraordinary,  dated 
die,l9di July,  194 1 . Pi.  IV  BT  page  79:  Ihtf  Report  of  l he  5 elect  Commitiee  was  presented  lotJvc 
Council  on  ilit:  1 1 ih  December,  1941;  for  Proceedings  of  lliir  Council,  see  the  pinched  mgs  of 
I he  mceiinas  of  the  Bengal  Legislative  Council  held  on  the  2fiih  July,  5ih  and  I8di  August.  2nd 
September  and  J hh  December  194  L unfLnlsn  19th  and  26th  February,  1942;  for  proceedings 
of  the  Assembly,  svci  he  proceedings  of  ihcniccfmL's  of  the  Bengal  Legislative  Assembly  belli 
omhc  I Uih  March  and  lhe  2nd  April.  1942. 

:These  words  was  subsiituied  for  die  word  "Bengal"  by  para.  {2}  of  An.  3 of  I he  Indian 
Independence  (Adapiaiion  of  Helical  and  Panjab)  Order.  I94S 

■’This  word  was  subsliiuied  for  ihe  word  “Provincial''  bv  para.  4t  J ) of  the  Adaptation  of 
Laws  Order.  1950. 

JFor  notilkzalioii  declaring  area  lo  he  :in  indu^iri;d  area  Tor  the  purposes  of  ihis  Act,  stre 
noufjcmion^No,  2260PL  daied  Ihe  26th  June,  1942,  published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette, 
EMniau/iuttry.  of  the  27ih  June,  1 942.  Pi.  L page  1 27. 

For  no  ti  Heal  ion  declaring  the  whole  of  die  Darjeeling  dsiriet  to  be  an  industrial  area  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act..1 r t'  c not  iftea  lion  No.  1969  PI  VP2  A/3/4  ti.  dated  31  5 49,  published  in  die 
Cufnmn  Geztttt  of  1949,  Pc  l.  page  92  L 

For  notifiL-aiium  deelajiny  the  whole  cf  Cooch  Hehar  distriei  and  Chandemagoreio  be 
industrial  areas  for  (he  purposes  of  die  Act. .tee  noTificaiion  ( l ) No,  I PI/P2A-I7/53,  di.  2, 1 .57, 
published  in  l lie  Calartta  Cystic  of  1957.  Pi.  J.  poize  192,  and  f2)  No  2162  PI  VP  IN-3/55. 

i(t  iho  n.^‘  < - ’ *•  '■  ■ 1 
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(Section  4.) 

(c)  in  any  dwelling-house  or  other  building  whatsoever,  withouL 
being  able  satisfactorily  to  aecounl  for  his  presence  therein; 
or 

any  personal  previously  convicted  of  theft  found  between  sunset  and 
sunrise  on  hoard  any  vessel  or  boal,  or  lying  or  loitering  in  any  bazar, 
street,  yard,  thoroughfare  or  other  place  who  shall  not  give  any  satisfactory 
account  of  himself;  or 

any  person  having  in  his  possession,  without  lawful  excuse  (the  proof 
of  which  excuse  shall  be  on  such  person)  any  implement  or  housc- 
hreaking; 

may  be  taken  into  custody  by  any  police-officer  without  a warrant, 
and  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction  before  a Magistrate,  to 
imprisonment.  Tor  a term  which  may  extend  to  three  months. 

Explanation.— In  this  section  the  word  “street"  means  any  mad, 
lane,  footway,  square,  court,  alley  or  passage,  whether  a thoroughfare  or 
not,  to  which  the  public  have,  permanently  or  temporarily,  a right  of 
access. 


Pos  assign  or 
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obtained. 


4,  (I)  Whoever  has  in  his  possession  or  conveys  in  any  manner, 

or  offers  for  sale  or  pawn,  anything  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  to 
have  been  stolen  or  fraudulently  obtained,  shall,  if  he  Tails  to  aecounl 
for  such  possession  or  such  act  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Magistrate, 
he  liable  lo  fine  which  may  extend  to  one  hundred  rupees,  or  to 
imprisonment,  for  a term  which  may  extend  to  six  months. 


(2)  If  any  person  charged  under  suh-seetion  ( I ) in  respect  of  anything 
declares  that  he  received  such  thing  from  some  other  person,  or  that  he 
was  employed  as  a carrier,  agent  or  servant  to  convey  such 
thing  for  some  other  person,  the  Magistrate,  after  such  further  inquiry 
(ifany)  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  may  summon  such  other  person,  and 
any  former  or  pretended  purchaser  or  other  person  through  whose 
possession  such  thing  is  alleged  to  haw  passed,  to  appear  before  him, 
and  may  examine  such  person  and  any  witnesses  who  are  produced 
to  testify  to  such  receipt,  employment  or  possession;  and,  if  it  appears 
to  such  Magistrate  that  any  such  person  had  possession  of  such 
thing  and  had  reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  it  was  stolen  or  fraudu- 
lently obtained,  the  Magistrate  may  punish  him  with  fine  which  may 
extend  to  one  hundred  rupees,  or  with  imprisonment  for  a term  which 
may  extend  to  six  months. 
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